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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Logan 
et al.(US 2003/0093790). 

Regarding claim 1 , Logan et al. ("Logan") teaches a method for sharing television 
program-viewing experiences (paragraph 273 — user can share a play list with other 
users), the method comprising: 

creating a set of tags for the segments of a viewed program indicative of the 
opinion of a first user (paragraph 268 — metadata may include a play list; paragraph 
273-275 — a user can create a virtual scrapbook playlist that has tagged program 
segments of a program or programs and may be able to record whether particular 
program segments were found interesting or that the user disliked the program); and 

distributing said set of tags to a plurality of other users to allow said other users 
to replay said program in accordance with said tags (paragraphs 273 and 284 — play list 
can be transmitted as a message to another user). 
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Regarding claim 2, Logan teaches wherein the tags are distributed via email 
(paragraph 284). 

Regarding claim 3, Logan teaches wherein the tags are distributed through a 
centralized server (paragraphs 112, 229 and 276). 

Regarding claim 4, Logan teaches wherein the tags are distributed through a 
peer-to-peer network (paragraphs 92, 229 and 284). 

Regarding claim 5, Logan teaches wherein tags are applied to segments of 
particular interest to the first user (paragraph 273, lines 16-20). 

Regarding claim 6, Logan teaches wherein tags are applied to segments of little 
interest to the first user (paragraph 274). 

Regarding claim 7, Logan teaches wherein the step of distributing includes 
providing the set of tags at no charge (paragraphs 249-256— previews are offered free 
of charge in order to promote particular program segments). 

Regarding claim 8, Logan teaches wherein the step of distributing includes 
selling the set of tags (paragraphs 249-256; paragraph 428— user can purchase 
program segments). 
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Regarding claim 9, Logan teaches wherein the step of distributing includes 
providing the set of tags as a component of a subscription service (paragraphs 249- 
256— subscription fee). 

Regarding claim 1 0, Logan teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the 
step of: viewing the program by at least one of the other users (paragraph 95 and 106) 
and using the tags to alter the program playback (paragraph 17; paragraphs 120-127; 
paragraphs 264, 268 and 269; paragraphs 273 and 274). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Logan teaches wherein altering the program playback 
comprises skipping one or more segments of the program (paragraph 162— skip over 
unwanted segments). 

Regarding claim 12, Logan teaches wherein altering the program playback 
comprises playing only one or more segments of the program (paragraphs 273 and 
274 — discard or delete different program segments, therefore "playing only one or more 
segments of the program"; the Examiner also notes that playing only one or more 
segments includes playing the entire program). 

Regarding claim 13, Logan teaches wherein altering the program playback 
comprises playing only segments of the program that are indicated as desirable 
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(paragraphs 17 and 264 — used to selectively play back or record particular segments 
desired by the user; paragraphs 273 and 274 — discard or delete different program 
segments due to a dislike). 

Regarding claim 14, Logan teaches wherein altering the program playback is 
performed automatically by a personal video recorder (paragraph 299— extended 
capability personal video recorder). 

Regarding claim 15, Logan teaches wherein altering the program playback is 
performed selectively in accordance with commands from the other users (paragraph 
258 — metadata provided by other users may control the selective recording for 
playback). 

Regarding claim 16, Logan teaches wherein the set of tags are received by a 
server (paragraph 258 — metadata provided by the remote facility; Fig. 2 — 250-252 and 
corresponding paragraph 307). 

Regarding claim 17, Logan teaches wherein the set of tags are received directly 
by the other users (paragraph 258— metadata provided by other users; paragraph 308). 
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Regarding claims 18, 27 and 28, Logan teaches method for indicating viewing 
preferences associated with a program to a community of PVR users (paragraphs 307 
and 308), the method comprising: 

creating a tag file for the program, the tag file including a plurality of tags 
associated with certain portions of the program, each tag indicating one of a desirable 
and an undesirable rating of a first user (paragraph 268 — metadata may include a 
playlist; paragraph 273-275— a user can create a virtual scrapbook playlist that has 
tagged program segments of a program or programs and may be able to record 
whether particular program segments were found interesting or that the user disliked the 
program); 

transmitting said tag file from at least one PVR (paragraph 299 — extended 
capability personal video recorder; paragraphs 273 and 284— play list can be 
transmitted as a message to another user); 

receiving the tag file by a second PVR (paragraphs 273 and 284— play list can 
be transmitted as a message to another user); 

displaying on a TV (paragraphs 31 1 and 312— viewer interface) associated with 
the second PVR tags from the tag file to indicate program segment viewing preferences 
from the first PVR (paragraphs 312-315; paragraphs 361-364— index list of segment 
labels, which is a subset of a playlist, are displayed; paragraph 366— playlists can be 
sent to other viewer households for use in similar systems). 
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Regarding claim 19, Logan teaches wherein the second PVR receives the tag file 
from a network server (paragraph 258— metadata provided by the remote facility; Fig. 
2 — 250-252 and corresponding paragraph 307). 

Regarding claim 20, Logan teaches wherein the displayed tags are used to skip 
portions of a viewed program (paragraph 162— skip over unwanted segments). 

Regarding claim 21 , Logan teaches wherein the skipped portions are skipped 
automatically by the PVR (paragraph 162 — skip over unwanted segments automatically 
after learning to spot clusters of segments that users frequently fast-forward). 

Regarding claim 22, Logan teaches wherein the skipped portions are manually 
skipped by the user viewing the program (paragraph 162— users manually skip by fast- 
forwarding over unwanted segments). 

Regarding claim 23, Logan teaches wherein the displayed tags are used to 
indicate portions of the program that are more desirable to view (paragraphs 17 and 
264— used to selectively play back or record particular segments desired by the user; 
paragraphs 273 and 274 — discard or delete different program segments due to a 
dislike). 
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Regarding claim 24, Logan teaches wherein the displayed tags are used to 
indicate portions of the program that are less desirable to view (paragraphs 273 and 
274 — discard or delete different program segments due to a dislike; paragraphs 398, 
402 and 403— when an undesirable segment is about to come on a visual signal would 
appear to allow the user to skip the segment). 

Regarding claim 25, Logan teaches wherein the displayed tags display the 
information in a binary format (Fig. 5—520; paragraphs 328 and 329). 

Regarding claim 26, Logan teaches wherein the displayed tags display the 
information in an analog format (paragraph 330). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shelton Austin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
9385. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:00- 
5:30. The examiner can also be reached on Fridays from 9:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant, whose telephone number is (571) 272-7294, can be reached 
on Monday through Friday from 7:30-5:00. The supervisor can also be reached on 
alternate Fridays from 9:00-4:00. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Shelton Austin 
02/26/2008 

/Christopher Grant/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



